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The Canberra Model Shipwrights Society Quarterly Newsletter
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OBJECTIVES

To foster and maintain interest in building and constructing scale Model ships, boats, associated fittings, gear, equipmantaments
and relevant items and structures and the pursuit of excellence in this field.

Scuttlebutt \SKUHTH-buht\, noun:
1. A drinking fountain on a ship.
2. A cask on a ship that contains
the day's supply of drinking water.
3. Gossip; rumor.

Scuttlebuttin nautical terminology
is a water fountain or water cask
on a ship.

Water for immediate consumption
on a sailing ship was convention-
ally stored in a scuttled butt: a
butt (cask or small barrel) which
had been scuttled by making a
hole in it so the water could be
withdrawn. Since Sailors ex-
changed gossip when they gath-
ered at the scuttlebutt for a drink
of water, scuttlebutt became slang
for gossip or rumors.

The modern equivalent is the of-
fice water cooler, also a source of
refreshment and gossip.
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President s Message

Welcome to the September edition of the Newsletter. The previous edition con-
tained a wealth of interesting articles and | believe this edition will be similar.
Thanks to all those who contributed, | hope it will encourage others to do like-
wise.

Expo 2016 has come and gone and proved to be a very successful event with
some 315 people through the door over the weekend. It seems that quite a rea-
sonable profit was also made and we now need to decide what to do with all or
part of it. Any suggestions would be welcomed.

Without the tremendous support given by the Mount Rogers School this event
would not be possible so we thank Sue Harding and her Team for putting up
with us yet again.

Thanks are also given to our colleagues at the ACT Model Boat Club/Task Force
72 and the ACT Scale Modellers who participate each year with great displays. It
is an event and an association with other modelling fraternities that | hope will
continue long into the future.

A very big thank you to the Committee and to all Members who patrticipated by
bringing displays and providing physical help. Thanks to Matt Dillon and Will
Vizard we were able to display work done by Members no longer with us, Sid
Bonner and Roy Vizard. It is really good to see such models being cared for and
to be able to display them.

\

A new addition to this yeards Expo wa:
coordinated by Brian Voce. This gained a lot of interest and will most certainly

be featured next year, along with Brut
done.

I also really need to thank our hard

name mentioned!

A number of members travelled from outside the Canberra area and their sup-
port is greatly appreciated, as is that of our colleagues from the Sydney Model
Shipbuilders Club who not only provided displays but attended the Expo as visi-

(Continued on page3)
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President Bob Evans 02 6226 8957 (H)
VicePresident  Bruce George 02 6257 8691 (H)
Secretary Ray Osmotherly 02 6254 2482 (H)
Assist Secretary Bill Atkinson 02 6288 1021 (H)

Treasurer Peter Hateley n 254 7229 (H)
Member Bruce Kirk 02 6290 0527 (H)
Member Edwin Lowry 02 6298 3829 (H)
Appointments

Membership

Officer Max Fitton 08 9586 2759 (H)

Web Master Steve Batcheldor 02 6629 5475 (H)

Meetings

The Society will meet until further notice, at the
Hellenic Club, Matilda St. Wodean the third
Tuesdayof each month (except December and
January) commencing at 7.30 pm.

Visitors are welcome.

‘Society Webpage

CMSS members are encouraged to visit our
website at
http://www.canberramodelshipwrights.org.au

Instructions for using this website are on the
site itself where members will need to regis-
ter.

The webmaster will help you in any way possi-
ble.

We seek content for the websité everything
from photographs of your models through in-
teresting weblinks and chat sites.

Society Facebook Page

The Society now has a Facebook group to pro-
mote the Society and to attract new mem-
bers.

So please feel free to post items on the page
and share it page with your Friends.
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Editors Note

This is issue is delayed so | could include photos

from our Expo in September. It was another suc-
cessful event with some great models on display
and an interesting OMarit
play coordinated by Brian Voce.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the newslet-
ter. Keep the articles and photos coming.

Well we are heading fast towards Christmas and
2016 will be over before we know it.

So | hope to see you at B
CMSS Christmas function.

Keep on modelling.
| hope you enjoy the newsletter.
Joe Allen

Editor
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tors for the day.
As an added piece of good news we welcome three new members and two that have returned to the fold.
Great work and sincere thanks to all.

Speaking of Expods, the CMSS attended the SMSC Expo
River 16ft Sailing Club at Sandringham. | attended along with Elizabeth and Robert Hodsdon and a very pleas-
ant time was enjoyed by all. Letds see what we can

CMSS also attended Malkara in August and some photos of that event are within the Newsletter. The CMSS
contributes to the School ds fundraising by returnin
times available from the numerous vendors.

On 29th October we will be attending the Queanbeyan River Festival with a small display and during November
we have the Wagga Model Railway and Hobby Show and of course the ACT Scale Modellers ScaleACT 2016. |
would like to see a strong showing for this event and an added bonus is the swap and sell (not much of the
swapping though!)

A decision has been made not to officially attend the Royal Canberra Show, although of course Members are
encouraged to display their works by entering models in the competition. It is difficult for the CMSS to actually
have a display of models without them being in the competition and without this ability it is somewhat meaning-
less to have a small table at which we can work and which would no doubt leave visitors somewhat puzzled as
to what we do. This, coupled with the need to have a different Steward in attendance for each session over the
three days, makes it an extremely onerous task for little benefit.

Lastly, Christmas will be on us before the next Newsletter so let me wish you all the best and invite you to at-
tend the Christmas Lunch, to be held again at my home in Murrumbateman on 10th December around 1200. If
the current rain patterns persist there will be plenty of opportunity to sail boats!

Best Wishes

Bob Evans
President
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Ships Boafsby Steve Batcheldor

Ships boats were an important part of a ships equipment and performed many different functions during the age of the sadlirig. No
single ships boat could do everything that was needed to support a sailing ship and no sailing ship could function effegtwitout the
assistance of its ships boats.

All sailing ships would carry one or more ship's boats depending on the size and nature of the ship. Small ships may omjyocar or
two ships boats while large ships may carry four or more ships boats. A first rate ship of the line would carry as manyaships
boats. Generally each ships boat had a specific purpose or was designed for a particular task. While each ships boat wakirsgpaoat
(powered by oars) most could also be rigged and configured as a variety of small sailing vessels in their own right.

A study of common ships boats used during the age of the sailing ship can help put into context the differences between leaath
While there is quite a variety in regards to size and construction methods over several hundred years, each ships boat cplabed
into a general category according to its size, design and function. Ships boats continued to evolve over time, as did saflipg, and
many ships boats were referred to by several different names as their design developed, so in some cases a description cam co
more than one type of ships boat.

Longboat and Launch

The longboat or launch were usually the largest and heaviest of the ships boats carried on any given ship and ranged ifr@ze0ft
up to 50ft long. The longboat was the heavy lifter, the sturdy workboat for the ship. It was an open boat rowed by eighboe oars-
men. Each pair of oarsmen sat on a single thwart pulling oars on opposite sides of the boat in unison. It was a good seanorét
with a broad beam and was useful for its loadarrying capacity. Transporting the heavier cargo between the ship and shore aritg
the ship when becalmed were usual tasks. The longboat often had a windlass built into its structure which could be use@yarg out
the ships anchor and cable or used when transporting the ships cannon. The longboat could also be rigged as a sailing weitlksalp
to three masts. As the largest and most sea worthy of a ships boats, the longboat was often towed behind the ship when atasieer
than being stowed on deck.
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Cutter and Yawl

A cutter or yawl is typically a small to mediusized open boat built relatively lightly in either clinker or carvel fashion anére de-
signed for speed rather than for capacity. While cutters were still wide boats they were not constructed as heavily as déahgnd
were generally a little smaller ranging in length from 20ft up to 40 ft. Cutters were used to ferry passengers or light stbetween
larger boats and the shore in fairly sheltered water. They were also capable of other duties such as laying a kedge (réjdiie an-
chor) at a distance from the ship. The oars of a cutter were doulilanked so two oarsmen sat on each thwart. Though primarilypall-
ing boat, a cutter could also be rigged as a small sailing boat and proved a highly successfubalhd boat, with good qualigs under
both sail and oar.
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Ships BoatsContinued

Pinnace and Barge

The pinnace and the barge were both long, narrow, relatively light boats principally intended for easy rowing and of camstraction.
Generally speaking, pinnaces were smaller than barges and ranged in length from 20ft up to 35ft. Barges were often associgitad
being a tender for flag officers whereas pinnaces were more of a utility boat. A pinnace could ferry passengers, scout ttdsmchorag-

es, convey water and provisions or run communications between larger vessels. The pinnace or barge was usually rowed baitoeoul
rigged with a sail for use in favourable winds.

20ft Pinnace

Whaler

A whaler or whaleboat is an open boat that is relatively narrow and pointed at both ends, enabling it to move either fornarback-
wards equally well. Originally developed for whaling it later became a popular genpralr pose shi pds boadforand wa
work along beaches, since it does not need to be turned around for beaching or refloating.

The whaler was generally clinker built of relatively light construction ranging in length from 25ft up to 35ft. The whaler ugaially pro-

pelled by five oarsmen with three on one side of the boat and two on the other and could be fitted with a rudder or couldans¢her oar
as a sweep off the stern to steer with.

(Continued on pages)
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Ships BoatsContinued

28ft Whaler

Gig

The gig was very long, narrow and light pulling boat of clinker construction. On naval ships the gig was usually reservie fosp-
tain's use as his personal taxi. The gig was usually crewed by four oarsmen, and a coxswain. Generally the oarsmen sat@ne to
thwart, with each only rowing a single oar on alternating sides of the boat. The gig was not a sea kindly vessel so wagwssly in
harbours. The gig generally had a high wineglass transom, full keel, straight stem, and somewhat rounded sides and ranged fro
20ft up to 30ft long. Over time the average size of gigs tended to increase to the point that some of the larger vesselsidoeifit-
ted with sails.

Jolly boat, Dinghy and Punt

A Jolly boat, dinghy or punt were usually the smallest type of boat carried on sailing ships, and were generally less thisefldng.
These small ships boats could be carvel or clinkeuilt and were propelled by four or six oarsmen. When not in use they wouio
be hung from davits at the stern of a ship, and could be hoisted into and out of the water easily. Jolly boats, dinghiespants
were used for transporting people and goods to and from shore, for carrying out inspections of the ship, or other small taséts
duties that required only a small number of people. Jolly boats or something similar were carried on practically all typsailofg
ships during the age of sail.
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Ships BoatsContinued

16ft Jollyboat

Skiff
The skiff was another small, light boat of simple clinker construction generally under 20ft long. The skiff would be usedrfail tasks in
harbour or sheltered water and crewed by one or two oarsmen.

18ft Skiff
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Parts of An Open Bohy Steve Batcheldor
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Malkara Model Railway and Scale Model Exhibition

Once again the Society participated in the Malkara School Model Railway and Scale Model Exhibition. Our
stand attracted a lot of interest from the public. Thanks to the members who volunteered to man the stand
during the weekend. Below are some photos of our stand and a couple of other photos that | took.

T8 eI
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Mount Rogers Model Maki ng Cl asses

Many members may not be aware that CMSS President, Bob Evans, has been running model building classes
for students of Mount Rogers primary school over a number of weeks. He has been assisted by a number of
members in helping the students.

The have been building a card model of a dockyard seen. It was proudly on display at the Expo (see next
page). Below is a newspaper article that was published about the classes.

Well done to Bob and his helpers.




